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Although countries like Indonesia, Thailand 
and Cambodia are big on their motorbikes, 

unlike anywhere else in this region, in Vietnam 
motorbikes are king. Without these two-wheeled 

machines, the country would skid to a halt.

So, in testament to this unique form of transport 
and the integral role it plays in the daily life of 
this country, we go back to the past and look at 

the emergence of motorbike culture in Vietnam, 
before zooming forward to the present day and 

asking what the future may hold. With the growing 
amount of cars on the road, are the days of the 

hardy motorbike numbered? Or will motorbikes 
and Vietnam forever be conjoined at the saddle? 
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From veteran xe om drivers taxiing droves 
of passengers on Honda Dreams, to petrified, 
wide-eyed foreigners taking their first 
tentative journey on a Yamaha Nouvo and 
leather-clad Harley Davidson enthusiasts 
roaring across the remote outskirts of the 
city, there’s no escaping Vietnam’s motorbike 
culture.

But how exactly did scooters and, more 
recently, high-performance motorcycles 
become so popular in a country that once 
relied so heavily on bicycles or a pair of legs 
to get from A to B? History points to several 
key moments that resulted in the modern 
day population of a staggering 34 million 
motorbikes in Vietnam. 

While the influx of the much-loved Vespas 
may have opened the proverbial door and 

sparked an enduring fascination among the 
locals, it was the Japanese-manufactured 
Honda that drove straight through it in the 
late 1960s, importing the Cub and 67 models 
directly to Vietnam. Though expensive 
and considered high-end items at the time, 
these scooters were bought, sold and traded 
through the social ranks until they became 
ubiquitous.

And although the mid-to-late 1970s and the 
first half of the 1980s represented a prolonged 
period of economic depression, the birth of 
the Doi Moi era in 1986 changed everything. 
The implementation of a string of economic 
reforms and increased living standards lead 
motorbikes to be seen as viable goods and a 
symbol of mass consumption, revolutionising 
transportation and business practices.

 the Vroom Vroom Boom
Yet, by 1990, there were only 1.2 million 
motorbikes in Vietnam — not exactly an 
overwhelming amount considering the 
population at the time numbered roughly 
66 million. According to Nguyen Huu Loc, 
a former car buff and private collector of 
Vespas, Lambrettas and BMW motorcycles, 
who returned to Ho Chi Minh City in 1991 
following 16 years in the US, 1996 was the 
year when the scooter boom really exploded.

“That’s when the Chinese imitations of the 
Honda Dream and the Honda Wave entered 
the market,” he explains. “At that time you 
could buy one for VND10 million, which, 
compared to the bikes being made in Japan 
that cost a couple of thousand dollars, meant 
that suddenly everyone could afford to buy 
a motorbike. Now they cost as little as VND6 
million.”

The influx of imitation scooters also 
coincided with the openings of official Honda 
and Yamaha production bases in Vietnam in 
1996 and 1998, respectively. It was around 
that time that Loc says many Vespa owners 
started to discard their Italian scooters in 
favour of the more modern looking and fuel 
efficient imitations and authentic Japanese 
models. “The only problem with the Chinese 
substitutes is that the parts aren’t as strong as  

Bike Stats
— 95.8 percent of all urban households own a motorbike

— Each household in Vietnam owns an average of 1.7 motorbikes. The 
country has 20 million households

— based on household incidence projected against population figures, 
there are currently 33,960,501 motorbikes in Vietnam

— Automatic scooters are the most preferred bikes among females. 
Their favourite models are the yamaha Cuxi, honda Lead, honda Air 
blade and the Vespa LX 125

— Men aspire to more powerful, sporty bikes than women. desired 
models include the super sports bikes — 600cc or 1000cc, yamaha r1, 
ducati, Suzuki Satria and the honda Steed 600cc
 
These statistics were provided by TNS Vietnam

More than in any other country in the 
world, motorbikes are at the heart of 

Vietnamese life. They're everywhere, from 
the rice harvest to the first date. What you 

ride says more about you than what you do, 
where you live or how you dress”

— Glenn Phillips, 
Hanoi Minsk Club

Motorbikes here 
are like family. 

babies learn fearlessness 
on them. Kids grow into 
adults with them. boys 
court their future wives 

on them. racing them is a 
rite of manhood. Old men 
sleep on them. In Vietnam, 
people are more attached 
to their bikes than to some 

of their family”

— Patrick Sharbaugh, 
Vietnam Vespa Adventure
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n unknown author once wrote that “motorbikes don’t leak 
oil, they mark their territory”. If that’s the case then Vietnam 
is to motorbikes what trees are to dogs. Since the arrival of 

the first batch of Italian Vespas in the south of the country in the mid-
1950s, courtesy of the French, Vietnam has become synonymous with 
the full gamut of scooters and motorcycles. 
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the Taiwanese and Japanese parts. So those 
bikes tend to break down a lot.”

Still, the scooter revolution had begun 
and the Vietnamese started snapping up 
scooters — real or otherwise — at every 
opportunity, signalling an average growth 
rate of 16.5 percent for registered motorbikes 
from 1995 to 2006. Taiwan’s SYM, one of the 
first Asian scooter manufacturers to set up 
shop in Vietnam in 1992, enjoyed a golden 
period in 2004 with sales of up to 20,000 units 
per month of their popular Attila model. At 
around VND23 million, such vast sales of 
the Attila represented the emergence of the 
Vietnamese middle class.

The Vespa also resurfaced, with the 
Vietnamese once again appreciating its 
unique design, cultural and historical 
significance and high re-sale value. Combine 
this with the growing number of expats also 
demonstrating a keen interest in the classic 
scooter, and more and more started to appear 
on the roads once again. As the number 
of direct imports from distributors in Italy 
steadily increased from 1996, the brand’s 
manufacturer, Piaggio, realised the potential 
of the Vietnamese scooter market and so 
took the initiative to open its own production 
factory in Vietnam in 2007.

 Based an hour outside of Hanoi at Binh 
Xuyen Industrial Park in the northern 
province of Vinh Phuc, the US$30 million 
factory produced its first model, the Vespa 
LX 150, in June 2009. Capable of producing 
100,000 motorbikes per year, the factory has 
created jobs for 600 people and plans are 
already afoot for a brand new multi-million 
dollar research and development centre. 
The target market is very much Vietnamese 
with the saddle height of the Vespa LX 11 
millimetres lower than the imported version.

Le Binh Hai, sales head manager for 
Piaggio, has seen the brand go from strength 
to strength: “After just four months of 
operation the factory had already produced 
10,000 bikes. We then launched the 125cc 
and 150cc versions of the Piaggio Liberty 
in January of this year and it’s turning out 
to be the most successful scooter made in 
Vietnam. Customers are going crazy over 
it.” With a two-month waiting list for the 
automatic-geared Liberty, demand is already 
outstripping supply, and the factory workers, 
who are tirelessly putting in double shifts to 
produce the bikes, still can’t churn them out 
fast enough.

Overall, Piaggio seems to making quite 
an impression on the scooter market. Since 
2008 the amount of imported Piaggio 
motorbikes sold here has decreased 
from just over 12,000 to 2,600, and the 
amount produced and sold in Vietnam has 
increased from fewer than 17,000 in 2009 to 
over 78,000 in 2011. Incidentally, Piaggio’s 
share of the total scooter market in Vietnam 
has grown from 9.9 percent in 2009 with 
total sales 26,092, to 14.2 percent in 2010 
with total sales of 44,386, to 21.1 percent 
and total sales so far of 80,853. These figures 
suggest that sales of all scooters in Vietnam 
have also increased from approximately 

What your  b ike       
says about you
In Vietnam, there’s a bike out there to 
suit everyone. Illustrations by nacho 
Madrazo

ThE 
LAMbrETTA
The old glamourous 
lady of the scooter 
scene, this Italian-
born chick may 
have seen better 
days, but her 
image and memory 
live on. Like her 
hometown, Milan, 

she is a fashionista, an expressive lady who likes 
to appear on advertising hordes and in movies. To 
date her most famous role was as partner to Jimmy 
Cooper in the cult British mods and rockers movie, 
Quadrophenia. Dressed up in wing mirrors, flags 
and jewellery galore, the dame of motorbikes 
staked her place in history.

hOndA ChALy
Once the moped 
to be seen on for 
commuters the world 
over, this hardy little 
timeless model refuses 
to give up. With his 
50cc or 70cc engine, 

he continues to truck the length and breadth of 
Vietnam’s roads, acting as a delivery boy for some, 
and as a slow but durable piece of A to B transport 
for others. Born in 1972, these days he is dressed 
to impress with modifications aplenty. Off road, 
on road or even as a showpiece in the garage, 
Mr Chaly may be a small kind of guy, but when it 
comes to character, he’s a match for anyone.

yAMAhA nOuVO
The zoom, zoom boy 
of automatic bikes, 
the Nouvo is versatile, 
easy to manage and 
fast, too. What he lacks 
in economy — he’s a 
bit of a guzzler, this 

boy — he more than makes up for in performance, 
transporting friends and family alike from more 
than just A to B. He’s got street style, too, clothed 
in the perfect, eye-catching attire for modern day, 
urban living.

PIAggIO LIbErTy
She’s sleek, she’s classy, 
she’s fast and she’s got 
power, The Liberty 
is the new dedicated 
follower of fashion. 
She’s a girl to see and 
to be seen with, too. 

Packed full of strength — she’s a 125 or a 150cc 
kind of chick — this looker of a scooter is the 
perfect lady to transport you around the city, at day 
or at night. Looks can deceive, but here they do 
anything but.

hOndA Sh
Laden with bling, the 
latest designer clothing, 
and top-of-the-range 
accessories, this 
popular, manly kind 
of bike is designed, 
assembled and 

produced overseas, but makes waves when he 
sets his sights on Vietnam. Cruising the streets 
with his slick hairstyle and his even slicker body, 
Mr SH is a force to be reckoned with. He’s powerful 
and strong, too, accelerating fast, but with ultimate 
control.

SyM ATTILA 
ELIzAbETh
A feline, modern-
day Italian Holiday 
kind of bike, when 
she was launched 
almost a decade 
ago, she was the 

first young woman in Vietnam to put scooters 
back on the map. The days of her electronic, 
automatic, good-looking prominence may be 
gone, but a recent royal makeover has given 
her exhaust and facial features a breath of fresh 
air. Curvaceous but not to hot too handle, she’s 
good on the price front, too, rocking up in well-
chosen, but appealing attire.

hOndA WAVE
Mr utility, the Wave is 
the DIY man of the bike 
world. Maybe you want 
your house repainted, 
or your lunch delivered, 
or maybe the aircon 

needs to be looked into. Just call versatile and 
forever friendly Mr Wave and he will be there. But 
beware, though, Mr Wave likes to travel. He often 
goes home to the countryside to see his folks, or 
even disappears for a few days to the mountains 
or the beach. But never fear, he will back to see 
you good.

260,000 in 2009 to 300,000 in 2010 and 
400,000 by June 2011. 

 here Come the Big Boys
With scooters already firmly established as 
the most popular form of transportation in 
the country by the mid-1990s, another act of 
deregulatory policy was already being put 
into place that would expand the motorbike 
market in Vietnam into supersized areas. 
Enter the era of the high-performance 
motorcycle.

Around the time Vietnam was negotiating 
to become a member of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), Vietnamese officials 
met with a US trade delegation that would 
hold the key to Vietnam’s application to the 
WTO being accepted. The delegation from 
the US included a certain Willy G Davidson, 
the great grandson of the founder of Harley 
Davidson motorcycles, who stipulated that 
Vietnam would receive the delegation’s 
backing partly on the promise that they open 
up the channels to import large capacity 
motorcycles.

Following Vietnam’s agreement to lift the 
ban on importing anything above 175cc in 
2008, people such as Lawson Dixon who was 
originally responsible for bringing the Ducati 
brand to the country, found that demand for 
such vehicles already existed.

“The guys that have the biggest desire 
and the ability to really practice their passion 
are Vietnamese because it’s a Vietnamese 
market,” says Lawson. “Some expats are 
enthusiasts but the biggest barrier for them 
here is the high cost of ownership compared 
to their home countries and the fact that 
they’re generally only here for a few years, so 
it doesn’t make sense to buy a motorcycle in 
Vietnam at two or three times the price and 
then ship it away.”

Indeed, with only Ducati and KTM 
Sportmotorcycle AG (an Austrian motorcycle, 
bicycle and moped manufacturer) officially 
importing their products directly to Vietnam, 
enthusiasts of other brands such as Harley 
Davidson are left with little choice but to pay 
well over the odds for their beloved hogs. 
Hoang Quoc Hoi, who founded HOG Saigon, 
a club for Harley owners in 2008, says he 
paid US$60,000 to import his 1,800cc Harley 
Davidson Springer even though it retails for 
less than half that amount in the US. 

With KTM set to open their first official 

If ever you wanted to 
point the phrase 'life's a bike' 
at anyone or any place, then 

it would have to be pointed at 
Vietnam”

— Patrick Joynt, 
Saigon Scooter Centre

p
h

o
to

s
 p

r
o

V
iD

E
D

 b
y

 p
At

r
ic

k
 J

o
y

n
t 

/ 
il

lu
s

tr
At

io
n

s
 b

y
 n

A
c

h
o

 M
A

D
r

A
zo



46 | The Word August 2011 August 2011 The Word  | 47

distribution outlet later this year in District 
7, Lawson isn’t sure how many more brands 
will follow suit in the immediate future. 
“Given the overall low volumes for high 
capacity motorcycles, I doubt we’ll see any 
widespread local manufacturing here in the 
near future. There are some manufacturers 
that manufacture in the region. That will 
benefit a few brands in terms of lower import 
duties, but overall I think Vietnam will 
generally always concentrate on scooters.”

If this is to be the case then it’s not only 
lower prices that Harley owners such as Hoi 
will miss out on. Only official importers can 
offer important features such warranty, after-
sales service and original spare parts, leaving 
purchasers to rely on either personal imports 
or the grey market, otherwise known as street 
garages. 

Josh Epstein of KTL Tecnic, a Viet 
Kieu importer of performance parts and 
accessories for everything “from the small 
SYM Mio scooters to the larger Honda SH 
and Silver Wing all the way to the big bikes 
like the Honda CBR, Yamaha R1 and Suzuki 
GSXR,” has a different view on the issue 
of non-official imports. Having established 
relationships with the likes of Malossi, Arrow 
and Dynojets, who supply everything from 
exhausts to fuel controllers, Josh feels people 
aren’t relying on the factory connection as 
much as before.

“Before, the perception was that 
purchasing an original from the factory 
was the best option,” he explains, “But 
now people are starting to see that’s not 
necessarily the case. They’re becoming 
more discerning and developing their own 
motorcycle personalities.”

He adds: “People want to be able to 
personalise their motorcycle to reflect who 
they are. Before, the Vietnamese would latch 
onto an overseas scene like the Vespa, which 
has always been a personalisation-type 
culture, but when you get to the big bikes 
there’s really no scene like there is with the 
Vespa. So they have to develop their own 
style and tastes according to what they like as 
Vietnamese people.”

And it appears that Vietnamese people 
have a taste for only the best, a trait that 
seems to reflect a wider desire to flaunt 

expensive material items in order to 
demonstrate their social status.

“Your big bike is your status symbol 
and in order to differentiate you have to do 
something that separates you from your 
friend who’s doing the very same thing,” says 
Josh. “The Vietnamese want the absolute top 
of the line products even though many won’t 
use them to their full capability, or possess the 
know-how to do so, but that doesn’t put them 
off buying race-level rims that cost US$2,800 
a pair.”

Licensing is another issue hovering over 
owners of large capacity motorcycles. Though 
Vietnam has made it legal to import these 
mechanical beasts into the country, gaining 
the necessary A2 license required to legally 
drive these bikes on the roads isn’t easy.

“You have to belong to a motorcycle club, 
get approval from the authorities, take and 
pass the test and register the motorbike under 
your name,” says Loc. 

Lawson agrees: “It’s a chicken and egg 
situation — you have to buy the bike before 
you can get a license to ride it, but there’s no 
absolute guarantee that you’ll be able to get 
one. It’s a risk for some people, especially 
with taxes being so high.”

 hit the Dirt road, Jack
Yet while the high capacity road motorcycles 
face problems with licensing, dirt bikes, with 
similar engine sizes are currently able to take 
to the track unlicensed as long as the rider 
belongs to an official motocross group and the 
race takes place on registered private land.

Road Rules
believe it or not, these are actual 
traffic laws in Vietnam

— Honking, causing extensive noise 
continuously, honking in the period from 
10pm to 5am, use of gas horns, use of 
spotlights in urban and residential areas, 
except vehicles that have priority tasks 
under the regulations of this law, are all 
illegal

— Drivers of mopeds, motorcycles or 
motorised three-wheelers must not do 
any of the following: ride abreast of each 
other; ride on the road for pedestrians 
and other vehicles; use umbrellas, 
mobile phones and audio devices 
(except for hearing aids); wear or carry 
bulky objects; or hold, pull or push other 
vehicles

— Bicycle drivers can carry only 
one passenger, unless carrying this 
passenger along with a seven-year-old 
child

— Do not take animals onto lanes for 
motorised vehicles

— Pedestrians must walk on the 
pavement or roadsides, in cases where 
there are none, pedestrians should walk 
close to the edge of the road

— Do not do the following: dry rice, 
straw, agricultural products or other 
materials on the road; put advertising 
boards on the roads; let animals wander 
on the road; hold a market or trade 
goods on the road; or organise illegal 
gatherings on the road

— When accidents occur protect the 
victim’s assets

— Transporters and bus drivers must 
not carry passengers on the roof, in the 
luggage compartment or let passengers 
hang outside the vehicle

— Bus drivers must not transport 
dangerous or smelly goods or animals, 
or other products that will affect the 
health of the passengers on the bus

— Vehicles that transport dangerous 
goods must not stop or park in crowded 
or endangered places

Translated into English courtesy of Saigon 
Scooter Centre, pick up a completed copy 
of Vietnam’s traffic laws by visiting www.
saigonscootercentre.com

Motorbikes are to the 
Vietnamese what horses were 
to the Mongols — except that 
we don't drink blood from our 
motorbikes when we run out 

of food”
 

— Tran Thi Thu Nga, 
Natalie’s Bikes

p
h

o
to

s
 b

y
 D

o
M

in
ic

 b
lE

w
E

tt

PIAggIO FACTOry FACT FILE

02 The number of Piaggio models 
produced at the Piaggio Factory in Vinh 
Phuc for the Vietnamese market. This 
includes the Vespa and the Liberty

150 The largest engine size in cc 
produced here

2009 The year that Piaggio produced its 
first bike in Vietnam

600 The number of people working at 
the factory

56.8 The price (in VND million including 
VAT) that the 125cc Piaggio Liberty 
is presently selling at. This is before 
registration charges. The 150cc version 
costs VND70.7 million.
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Hoan Nguyen recently organised the 
first official motocross race in Vietnamese 
history at Vuon Xoai (Mango Garden Resort) 
in Dong Nai Province. With practice races 
held every Sunday from 7am to 5pm and a 
championship race marked out once every 
six months, the high-octane sport has been 
attracting some serious attention with crowds 
of up to 3,000 people and numerous national 
and regional television stations turning out to 
catch the action.

“I wanted to start motocross in Vietnam 
because I was tired of seeing people racing in 
the streets,” says Hoan, commenting on the 
dangerous and illegal pastime that’s taken 
the lives of countless young men across the 
country. “When I get people to come to my 
track they can still race fast, but it’s safer.”

Footage of the most recent race saw a 
group of nine competitors take off before 
diving mid air and crashing face-first into the 
dirt. Amazingly, those who fell didn’t sustain 
serious injury and brushed themselves down 
before continuing in the race. Besides being 
given specialist training by Hoan, who was 
trained in the sport for three years by a 
French motocrossist, part of the reason why 
hospital A&Es have been emptier lately is 
because Hoan also sells proper motocross 
gear and accessories to the racers.

Considering his Con Cao Cao Club has 86 
registered members, not only from Saigon, 
but also Vung Tau, Phan Thiet, Hanoi and 
Dalat, it’s also easy to see how he gets 
through over 30 races per Sunday session.

“It’s not just men that race, we also have 
kids and women turning up, too,” he says 
before pointing to a miniature Suzuki dirt 
bike that belonged to his 10-year-old son 
before he outgrew it.

And while the standard may not be to up 
to international scratch just yet, it’s Hoan’s 
dream to one day see a Vietnamese motocross 
champion. “Eventually I want to open a 
motocross school so that I can start to train 
children from a young age to compete.” 
Though he admits that such a facility may be 
10 years away, Hoan is already working on 
bringing over a teacher from the US next year 
to impart some tricks of the trade to his club 
members.

For now, though, Hoan is happy with what 
he’s achieved in the last six months. KTM has 
already signed on as a sponsor and some of 
the bikes are being mounted with GoPro HD 
cameras to capture the race from the driver’s 
perspective.

 Cars Versus Bikes
With the future of motor sports in Vietnam 

looking bright, what about vehicles on 
the roads? The answer is simple. With 
congestion becoming more of a problem, 
consumer preferences appear to be 
changing.

“Semi-automatic and automatic scooters 
will eventually replace gear-based 
bikes because they’re more suitable and 
comfortable to drive in the big cities,” says 
Piaggio’s Le Binh Hai. 

And as Vietnam has become richer, the 
amount of large cars seen on the roads 
is increasing. But as to whether cars will 
eventually replace motorbikes as the 
primary form of transportation in Vietnam, 
this is a contentious area of debate.

Josh and Lawson can’t see it happening 
for at least another 20 or 30 years due to 
the way the roads and new urban areas are 
being designed. 

Lucas Toressi, a senior interior designer 
for Design Worldwide Partnership with 
experience in urban planning, believes it’s a 
“difficult problem to solve from a designer 
or planner’s point of view, because now 
there are three completely different systems 
existing in the same space — motorbikes, 
cars and pedestrians.” However, he feels 
that better utilising the existing space, 
rather than digging up and widening roads, 
could help.

“So many new towers with high space 
capacities are being built every day here, 
but with little thought to parking,” Lucas 
continues. “There are Class A buildings 
with up to 50,000 people coming in and 
out every day, but where are all of these 
people parking? On the surrounding streets 
instead of in underground car parks.”

Loc maintains that the average working 
Vietnamese person won’t ever be able to 
afford a car. Even if they could, Loc thinks 
the majority would prefer to invest their 
money in other areas that don’t depreciate 
as rapidly as the value of cars. 

Hai, meanwhile, believes the convenience 
of the motorbike means cars will never 
replace their two-wheeled counterparts. 
“Some of our customers own cars but 
they still need a motorbike. That’s why 
there is so much potential for scooters 
and motorbikes here. Piaggio has joined 
Honda, SYM and Yamaha here because 
we recognise that Vietnam is the most 
important market in Southeast Asia.”

Exactly. You don’t think the BBC would 
have sent Top Gear, a show dedicated to 
cars, over 6,000 miles across the world if 
Vietnam wasn’t serious about motorbikes, 
do you? 

The reason why crash helmets are small 
is because people who wear them haven't got a 

brain, otherwise they'd have a car”

— Jeremy Clarkson, Presenter, 
Top Gear Vietnam Special
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Biker Gangs
If all you’ve got spinning in your head are wheels, then 
why not join one of these clubs. Words by Freddie Quick

ACE MTSg
This gang of riders call themselves “an open 

team for all big bike riders who love big bikes”. 

Formed in 2005 the group has about 20 regular 

members who meet every Sunday at 10am at 45 

Dinh Tien Hoang, Q1. Anyone with a passion for 

motorcycles is welcome to join them and hang 

out, whether or not they own a bike. To join one 

of their trips you need at least a 750cc motorbike. 

Previous excursions have been to Nha Trang 

and Phan Thiet, as well as some longer trips to 

Thailand and Cambodia.

Check out their forum at www.ttvnol.com/garage 

(Vietnamese only) or email acemtsgvn@gmail.

com for more details. Facebook group: Ace Mtsg

hOg SAIgOn
Started in 2008, this is a gang (pictured right) for 

owners of Harley Davidson motorcycles. The group 

has over 40 members who meet every Sunday 

morning at L’An Mien Cafe (76 Le Lai, Q1). Every 

three months they take a big road trip, previous 

rides have been to Sapa, Da Nang and Dalat. They 

have also done international trips to Thailand, 

Laos and Cambodia, with plans for a journey to 

Singapore in the pipeline. HOG Saigon welcomes 

new members and has both local and foreign 

riders among them. A US$25 fee is needed to join.

For full details, check out their website at www.

hogsaigon.com. They also have a head office at E30 

Nguyen Oanh, Go Vap, Tel: 3984 6461

SAIgOn CyCLES
This group pedals off at 6am every Sunday from 

their shop at 51/1 Sky Garden 2, Q7. Trips vary 

from 40km to 80km riding from the southeast 

of the city out to the southwest. Organiser Rod 

Skeggs has experience of around 1,400km of 

roads and trails, so the group tries to take a 

different route each week and get out into the 

countryside. There is a core group of around 25 

riders but the number on any given trip varies. 

Rod’s motto is, “You don’t ask people to go for a 

ride and then let them ride by themselves,” so 

he’s always the last one back.

Those interested can pop into the shop, visit www.

goldenrosetrading.com or call 5410 3114

VIETAdVEnTurE
Every Sunday morning, Jean-Luc Voisin, who’s 

been knocking about the rough Vietnamese 

tracks for 10 years, takes groups of cyclists out 

to Dong Nai Province for a weekly 60km bike 

tour. The bike aficionados meet at 6am in front 

of An Phu supermarket and drive to the rubber 

tree plantations where the ride begins. Riding 

along single tracks, off-the-road tracks, these 

hard-core bikers zoom through rice field paddies 

and across muddy waters for a little refreshment. 

After four hours biking, the team is back to 

enjoy a well-deserved Sunday roast. Various 

nationalities combine to take the trip.

Check out www.vietadventure.vn to get involved or 

visit 150 D2 Street, Binh Thanh Tel: 3512 9974 p
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